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Juniors to Live in North Campus Apartments ‘Model Homes’
August Steigmeyer
Editor-in-Chief
Three of the four new
North Campus Apartments assigned through the lottery process have been given, through an
application process, to seniors
who met the College’s GPA
and disciplinary requirements,
but the fourth apartment will

house a group of juniors selected by College Relations.
This has been designated as a
“show apartment” that will give
potential donors a look at the
project, according to President
S. Georgia Nugent. “The thinking is , that to assist in raising the
funding to complete the North
Campus Housing project, it

would be helpful for there to be
a space for potential donors to
be able to see,” she said.
Lydia Winkler ’13 will be
one of the juniors living in the
new housing. “Before I even
applied to Kenyon, Georgia
Nugent asked my dad to build
these houses,” she said. “Last
spring, I asked my dad, ‘Will

they be built while I’m here?
Can I live in them?’”
Matthew Winkler, Lydia’s
father and editor-in-chief of
Bloomberg News, donated
what Nugent referred to as a
“significant” amount to the
North Campus project and his
contribution made the construction possible. When he

attended the ground-breaking
ceremony for the project he
asked Sarah Kahrl, vice president for college relations, if his
daughter might be able to live
in one.
“I asked Sarah Kahrl at
the time, last year, ‘When these
things are built, would my
daughter be able to live in one.’

And the answer was ‘yes’,” Matthew Winkler said. “That is not
the same thing as a stipulation,
it is completely different. I just
asked a pretty innocuous question.”
Winkler said that his
daughter’s ability to live there
see HOUSING, page 3

Franzen Graduation Speech Plans Revealed Reggae Rebelution

August Steigmeyer
Editor-in-Chief
Jonathan
Franzen,
the author slated to deliver
Kenyon’s 2011 Commencement speech, visited campus
to give a lecture on Autobiography and Fiction Writing on Wednesday, Feb. 16,
and to participate in an open
discussion on Thursday, Feb.
17. Franzen has written four
novels, including The Corrections, which was a finalist for
the Pulitzer Prize and a selection for Oprah’s Book Club.
While promoting his most
recent book, Freedom, Franzen landed on the cover of
Time magazine as the “Great
American Novelist.”
In his Wednesday night
address, Franzen spoke about
his early career in writing, difficulties in his past marriage
and the 4 worst questions authors are asked in interviews.
He began the evening with
some of his initial impressions
of Kenyon. Dressed in a button-down shirt, blue jeans
and an aged, black-leather
jacket, Franzen personified
the stereotypical modern
writer as he discussed the two
competing pronunciations of
Gambier (GAM-bier or GamBIER). His tousled silver-gray
hair and thick-rimmed glasses
contributed to his air of awkwardness, which seemed intentional — as if there were a
definite brilliance
behind it.
After
recounting seeing
a black vulture on the
north end
of campus
(which
he re-

Social Board Chooses Band
in Last-Minute Vote
David Mccabe
Staff Writer

Acclaimed author Jonathan Franzen during his interview with the Collegian.

ferred to as the “more artistic
end”), he launched into his
speech about the four most
unwelcome questions he is
always asked: “Who are your
influences? What time of day
do you work? Do your characters take over and tell you
what to do? Is your fiction autobiographical?”
Franzen admitted to
giving this exact same speech
before, at a German university. He frequently stopped
to mock himself for using
a canned essay, pausing and
pulling out a pen to correct
phrases that were clearly targeted at a foreign audience,
such as “in America, we …” His
surprising aptitude for comedic timing and witty answers
carried over into the student
questioning that followed
the talk. Franzen
took his time to
come up with
the best answers
he could think
of, sometimes

pausing long past the point of
awkwardness.
Before his common hour
discussion on Thursday, Franzen sat down with the Collegian to discuss his books and
his plans for the Commencement speech:
The Kenyon Collegian:
What kind of speech are
you going to give at Kenyon
graduation? Are you going
to talk about your experiences, give life advice or
something else?
JF: I do tend to write
these things at the last minute. I was that way in college,
too. I could never stand the
people that were done with
their papers more than a day
in advance of the due date —
barbarous. I’m kind of dreading the task because there’s so
many ways to do it wrong and
so many ways to do it right. It
feels a little strange to get up
and talk about my own experience. It’s like another selfregarding writer talking about

David Hoyt

himself. At the same time, life
advice is even harder. So, no,
I have no idea what I’m going
to do. It’ll be an adventure at
the last minute.
TKC: Are you going to
get to know Kenyon better
in the meantime in order to
gear the talk toward Kenyon
students specifically?
JF: I don’t anticipate undertaking extensive research.
I’ve gotten a clear impression
in my 24 hours here and I’ve
been hearing about it from
Eric for three years and its
reputation precedes it also. I
think I’m set on that front.
TKC: We hear a lot that
Kenyon has a great reputation in the literary world and
among academics. Is that
true, in your experience?
JF: It has very strong
name recognition in the parts
of New York that I travel in.
TKC: Did the fact that
your good friend David Foster
see FRANZEN, page 9

Reggae band Rebelution
will headline this year’s Summer Sendoff. Social Board
made an offer to indie rock
stalwarts TV on the Radio, as
negotiations continued, TV
on the Radio had to decline th
eoffer due to date conflicts.
Rebelution’s
booking
was confirmed by a Social
Board source who asked to remain anonymous, because the
source is not authorized to
speak publicly on the matter.
Meredith Tyma ’11,
a spokeswoman for Social
Board, declined to comment
other than to say that contracts are still being negotiated.
A source close to the
Sendoff planning process told
the Collegian that Rebelution
was booked following an at-

tempt to secure TV on the
Radio.
The group, who had the
date for Sendoff available,
approached Social Board towards the end of last semester,
according to the source. The
source said Social Board waited for a month for the band
to respond, at which point
they heard of the conflict and
decided to pursue other options.
Social Board had to
scramble: they had to find a
band, and they had to find
one fast. After looking over a
list provided to them by their
booking agent, they took a
vote and settled on Rebelution. They made the offer
sometime in the past two
weeks.
Social Board would not
see BAND, page 3

Courtesy of last.fm

California reggae band Rebelution will play at Sendoff this year.
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Activist Cornel West Inspires, Engages, Accuses

Caleb Bissinger
Staff Writer
In a 2009 lecture at
Pepperdine University, Dr.
Cornel West asked his audience, “What does it mean
to be a featherless, twolegged, linguistically challenged, conscious creature
born between urine and
feces?”
He continued, “When
you come to an institution
like Pepperdine, fundamentally committed to what the
Greeks call paideia, deep
education, wrestling with
what it means to be human,
slowly you begin to shift
from the superficial to the
substantial. From the frivolous to the serious. From
the bling-bling to issues of
life and death and joy and
sorrow. What kind of human being will you be?”
West repeated many of
those lines last week during his talk at Kenyon on
Friday, Feb. 18, which was
organized by the Student
Lectureships committee.
This is not to say that West
delivered a recycled speech.
Much of his rhetoric, particularly his criticism of the
Obama administration, has
changed over the past two
years. What remains the
same is West’s pursuit to instill in young people what
he learned from Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Nothing is at
last sacred but the integrity
of your own mind.”
In the modern jungle
of the Democratic Party,
Cornel West has always
been a chameleon. He is
a philosopher, a scholar,
a pundit and a bluesman.
He is an espouser of democratic virtue and a critic of
a Democratic Party that, as
he wrote in his book Democracy Matters, “[has]
succumbed to the belief
that a more radical fight for
a truer democracy, battling

against the corruption of
elites, is largely futile.”
West is known as a
fighter for the underprivileged and underrepresented. On Friday night,
he showed that he might
also be one of the greatest
rhetoricians alive today.
In a little over an hour, he
moved between discourses
on what it means to be human, American democracy,
race and the shortcomings
of the Obama administration.
West even found space
to mock Kenyon’s most
notably un-notable alum.
“Rutherford B. Hayes, I’m
still praying for that brother,” he said.
Much of West’s speech
took the form of a call to
arms. He encouraged stu-

“A democratic
paideia of the
highest sort ...
that’s what Kenyon means.”
- Cornel West
dents to abandon society’s
addiction to “truncated
forms of success,” to avoid
“moral constipation — too
much greed, too much jealousy” and to use their time
at Kenyon to nourish the
life of the mind, “deferring
gratification” until graduation.
He criticized a national ethic “well-adjusted to
injustice, well-adapted to
indifference” and encouraged students to lift their
voices and be bluesmen
— “suspicious of sanitized
discourse.”
West lives the bluesman ethic. He has become

David Hoyt

Cornel West spoke to a packed Rosse Hall on Friday, Feb. 18. He
spoke about race, philosophy, democracy and politics.

a vocal opponent of President Barack Obama. West
accuses the President of
submitting to Wall Street,
doing too little to support
the poor and turning education into a race, not a right.
“Don’t you think education
is a matter of national security?” West asked.
“The major opportunity we had with Obama,”
West said, “began to lean
to the wealthy.”
West believes the
democratic members of the
legislative branch have suffered from the same shortsightedness as the Obama
administration.
In West’s view, both
have shown a reluctance to
shed Clinton-era neo-liberalism in favor of a progressive rhetoric, which,
as he writes in Democracy
Matters, cleanly champions
“the democratic issues of
equal opportunity, service
to the poor, and a focus on
public interest.” They have

VILLAGE RECORD

deepened the void, he said,
between corporate oligarchy and democratic integrity, between self-indulgence
and self-reliance, between
rich and poor.
Emerson, West’s greatest rhetorical mentor,
warned, “There is nothing
more important in the culture of man than to resist
the dangers of commerce.”
In West’s view, that danger
has already crept into the
house of American democracy.
“There is a chance
that we [could] lose American democracy in this generation,” West said. In his
speech, West also alluded
to a patriotic superiority
which he believes plagues
the nation. “We are distinctive because we have a
distinctive history,” he said.
“We are not connected to
the deity.”
Throughout his talk,
West offered a few solutions
to fix the state of American

Feb. 16 — Feb. 21, 2011
Feb. 16, 6:05 p.m. — Medical: injured student in Leonard Residence Hall. Squad transported student to
Knox Community Hospital.
Feb. 17, 12:24 a.m. — Vandalism of College property in Ascension Hall.
Feb. 17, 2:54 p.m. — Medical: ill student in Watson Residence Hall. Student transported to Health Services.
Feb. 18, 1:55 a.m. — Drug/paraphernalia found in Gund Commons. Items confiscated and destroyed.
Feb. 19, 1:10 a.m. — Medical: intoxicated student in McBride Residence Hall. Student escorted back to
dormitory.
Feb. 19, 1:22 a.m. — Medical: intoxicated student in Mather Residence Hall.
Feb. 19, 1:55 a.m. — Medical: intoxicated student in New Apartments. Squad contacted and student transported to Knox Community Hospital.
Feb. 19, 3:38 a.m. — Medical: intoxicated student in Norton Residence Hall.
Feb. 20, 1:09 a.m. — Medical: intoxicated student in Old Kenyon.
Feb. 20, 2:50 a.m. — Vandalism of College property in Old Kenyon Residence Hall.
Feb. 20, 3:03 p.m. — Medical: ill student in Lewis Residence Hall. Illness assessed by safety officers.
Feb. 20, 5:34 p.m. — Medical: Injured student at Kenyon Athletic Center. Squad transported student to
Knox Community Hospital.
Feb. 21, 5:35 p.m. — Vehicle accident off campus with College vehicle.
Feb. 21, 6:52 p.m. — Vehicle accident off campus with College vehicle.
Feb. 21, 10:25 p.m. — Medical: ill student in Lewis Residence Hall. Squad transported student to Knox
Community Hospital.

democracy. Some were concrete, like a conscious reevaluation of the American
prison-industrial complex,
which he has called the
new Jim Crow. Others were
philosophical. West argued
that the nation needs to
employ “the courageous
Socratic method” in order
to fix its the broken, fiscalminded infrastructure.
Paideia, he chanted repeatedly, prodding students
to explore the dark depths
of their souls. “[Examine]
mortality, history, memory
and reality,” he said. “Hold
these things at arm’s length
and you can’t grow up.”
Throughout the night,
he alluded to parrhesia, media-minded free speech and
the parallel of paideia.
The evening was not
without
inconsistences,
however. He encouraged
global-minded fellow feeling, but then made passing
reference to Henry David
Thoreau’s Walden, the escape from “the surfeit of
human society.”
West cited The Social Network, a film about
the Harvard students who
founded Facebook, as emblematic of Harvard’s student body — full of bright
people who use their smarts

to achieve fame, wealth and
celebrity. By labeling Facebook a product of — and an
output for — narcissism,
West overlooks the power
social networking sites have
to connect people to active causes. Look at Eg ypt,
where activists reached
people and organized protest through the Internet.
At times, West failed to articulate a way around greed
and corruption in order to
benefit from the innovation
the two often produce.
In the end, though,
West floored the audience
with his charisma, eloquence and progressive vision for America.
After a question and
answer period, which West
extended, unwilling to leave
campus with voices unheard, students rushed the
stage. West stuck around
long enough to warmly
shake every eager hand
— even as his bodyguard
reminded him it was time
to go.
West, who was not on
campus long enough to be
interviewed by the Collegian, offered us Kenyon
in a sentence: “A democratic paideia of the highest
sort … that’s what Kenyon
means.”
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Amreeka, Art and Afghanistan: The Islamic World at Kenyon

Lili Martinez
News Editor
It’s going to be an exciting
semester for poetry aficionados,
foreign policy wonks or lovers
of baked goods and comedy.
Most of all, it’s a good semester
for anyone who is interested in
Arabic, the Islamicate world or
current events in the Middle
East. Beginning in February, a
series of events made possible
by a Title VI Undergraduate International Studies and Foreign
Language grant and the Middle
Eastern Students Association
(MESA), among others, will offer students a way to learn more
about the Middle East and the
Islamicate world.
On Feb. 9, Trita Parsi,
founder and president of the
National Iranian American
Council, came to Kenyon to
speak on US-Iran relations to a
packed Higley Auditorium. On
Feb. 22, Alam Payind, the Director of the Middle East Studies Center at the Ohio State
University, gave a talk in Peirce
Lounge entitled “Afghanistan:
23 Years After Soviet Occupation.” Talks on foreign policy
are only one facet of the programs planned for this semester,
though. Two distinguished professors are coming to Kenyon
to talk about Sufism, a mystical
variation of the Islamic faith,
and the famous Sufi poet Jalal
al-Din Rumi. Arabic professors
will host a baklava-making night
and a screening of the movie
Amreeka next Tuesday, March
1, and in April a comedian, Zehra Fazal, will present “Headscarf
and the Angry Bitch,” a solo performance art piece about “faith,

love, sex and what it means to
grow up Muslim in America.”
According to Professor
of Religious Studies Vernon
Schubel, the events are “making
Kenyon a place where it’s not just
a tiny handful of people who are
interested in the study of the Islamicate world, but we’re reaching out to a much larger group
on campus.” The many co-sponsors also show the diversity of
the effort to expand Kenyon’s
view of the Islamicate world. “I
think what’s really fascinating
about the impetus of this is that
it’s coming from more than one
direction,” Schubel said. “We
have had tremendous interest
and support from other departments and other parts of the
campus, and particularly from
the students and the students
from MESA.”
Tess Waggoner ’13, a member of MESA, said, “It’s a really
exciting time to be studying the
Middle East, especially here at
Kenyon, because we have a support system that allows us to
hold so many events that cover
a broad scope of political and
cultural interests.” From “The
Contemporary Significance of
Islamic Science” with Seyyed
Hossein Nasr on April 26 to
“Friendship with God in Rumi’s
Didactic Writings” with Professor Jawid Mojaddedi on March
28, a range of academic interests will be satisfied with these
events.
Payind’s talk on Afghanistan last Tuesday emphasized
the United States’ continuing ignorance of Afghani tribes, internal relations and even language.
Jennifer Nichols, Kenyon’s Mel-

From page 1

“These houses are not a
gift,” Lydia Winkler said, but
a response to a favor President
Nugent asked Matthew Winkler for.
“There was not an initial
stipulation in the gift,” Nugent
said. “But this is a person who
made the house possible and
this person has a student who
is here at the moment. It seems
not unreasonable for that student to be able to live in the

lon Post-Doctoral Fellow of
Arabic, who was instrumental in
bringing Payind to Kenyon, said:
“After September 11, [2001], we
had been visited at our Center
… of Middle East Studies when
[Payind] was the director. …We
were visited by some Air Force
and military people and they
were looking to recruit Arabic
speakers to go to Afghanistan.
And so Alam said, ‘Why would
you have Arabic speakers go to
Afghanistan? They speak Pashto.’ And one of the Air Force
guys said ‘Is that a car?’ because
at the time they didn’t even
know Pashto was a language.”
Nichols explained that Payind emphasized the need for
Americans to truly understand
Afghanistan, especially if we are
trying to wage a war there. “We
still know so little about the situation in Afghanistan that it’s impossible to try to fight some type

of ideological war and do anything through the military when
our military and other interests
there have so little knowledge,”
she said.
Whatever the specific
topic, students and faculty have
expressed an interest in learning
and talking about the Middle
East, and Schubel commented
that it’s a positive trend. “Kenyon is doing something really
remarkable and unique,” he said.
“We’re integrating the study of
Islam into a role of normalcy in
the liberal arts curriculum. It’s
not just the area studies kids or
the faculty who are specialists
on the Middle East or South
Asia who are interested in these
events — we’re reaching out to a
much larger constituency.”
Language learning at Kenyon has increasingly been focused on Arabic and Islamicate
languages as well, according to

Schubel. “One of the things
that’s been great on this campus
is we’ve seen tremendous growth
in the number of students taking Arabic language or wanting to go abroad to other parts
of the Muslim world, and not
only learning about the cultures
but also the languages of those
cultures,” he said. “What’s different at Kenyon is the majority of
people studying Arabic are interested in Arabic literature and the
Arabic-speaking world as a series
of complex integrated cultures,
and they come away from their
experience both at Kenyon and
abroad not with the sense that
‘I’ve been learning about them,
the other,’ but rather a sense that
we’re all part of the same global
human community.” Schubel
said that the increasing diversity
of the campus has also contributed to the rising interest in Arabic and Islamic Studies. Where

as once a classroom might have
no Muslim students, or only
one, he said that increasingly he
is seeing many Muslim students,
from “multiple different backgrounds, who have different life
experiences as Muslims and are
able to bring their experiences to
the table.”
“What I’m hoping is that
the presence of these kind of
events and the fact that Kenyon is going to advertise itself
as a place that has these kind of
events means that we’re going to
continue to get a mix of students
who are either Muslim or of Arabic descent who are interested in
learning about Arabic and the
Islamicate world and bringing
their experiences to the campus,”
he said.
Ultimately, these events,
and the growing student interest in them, show that Kenyon’s
commitment to diversity of
background, ethnicity and opinion may be working. Waggoner
was enthusiastic about the variety of events, saying, “[They] will
bring a lot of people who don’t
normally engage with the Middle East to kind of be exposed
to a different side of the region,
and it will broaden the scope of
the type of Kenyon student that
attends our events.” Schubel was
similarly optimistic, saying, “I
think that what’s happened at
Kenyon is not just about the Islamicate world … the expansion
of the ability to learn about the
Islamicate world is the next step
in something that’s been going
on at Kenyon for the last 50
years. We’re finally becoming a
truly global institution. What’s
odd is it seems kind of painless.”

house that was made possible
by her family.”
Nugent said that it is a difficult question to debate whether juniors should be allowed
to live in the apartments, since
this is the rising senior class’
last chance to take advantage of
them. “It depends on the way
that you look at it,” she said. “I
can understand students feeling that four seniors who might
have lived in that apartment

will be disadvantaged. But over
the years, hundreds of students
will benefit from the generosity
of this family.”
Matthew Winkler said he
likes the concept of using the
fourth apartment as a model
for donors. “My understanding is that they’re not done yet,
and they have a long way to go.
At least, in my case, whatever I
contribute to is a model home,”
he said. “Being a model home

is something that would be exhibited to prospective donors
so presumably the place that I
am responsible for is going to
be something that the College
is going to use.”
The fact that his daughter
is living there is an asset for to
the project, according to Winkler. “I am very happy to see that
happen and in this case, to the
extent that somebody who’s an
extension of me, who represents

me is there, is even better. “
“Charitable giving is not a
quid pro quo situation, and this
donor has always understood
that,” Nugent said. “I think
what we have here is excitement
about the student housing project and also pride in having a
child attend his alma mater. The
combination of these emotions
understandably led to a request
that his child be able to experience the new housing.

Wesley Keyser

Dr. Alam Payind speaks to students and faculty in Peirce Lounge about US-Afghan relations in a lecture
entitled “Afghanistan: 23 Years After Soviet Occupation.”

Housing: Group of Rising Juniors to Live in N. Campus Apartment

during her junior year never
factored into his decision to
donate. “Never once have I ever
asked for anything,” he said.
“There’s never been any stipulation in anything I’ve done with
the College, going back over 15
years, in terms of contributions.
That word is inaccurate. There
was never any stipulation on
my part.”

LGBT Groups Push for Gender-Neutral Housing Band: Chosen Last-Minute
David McCabe
Staff Writer
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) activist
groups on campus are preparing
a push for gender-neutral housing, according to members.
A proposal, currently being
written by a group led by Unity
House co-manager Gregory
Stark ’13, would urge the Office of Residential Life to change
their policies to allow students of
different genders to live together
in the same room.
The students behind the
proposal are hoping that the
policy will be changed in time

for the housing lottery, to be held
April 16, 2011.
The proposal will be cowritten by members of Allied
Sexual Orientations (ALSO)
and the Crozier Center for
Women.
“I think it’s easier for established groups on the topic of
gender identity and gender expression to be dealing with this
issue, so it makes sense that Unity
House, ALSO and Crozier are
involved in this,” said Stark.
Currently, suites can be coed, but have to be gender-specific
by room. This policy does not
apply to the Bexley Apartments,

where all residents must be of the
same gender.
The proposal represents a
larger trend in higher education,
as an increasing number of colleges and universities around the
country adopt similar policies.
Those institutions run the gamut from large schools, like Ohio
University, to small schools, such
as Pitzer College in California.
Sources the Collegian
spoke to said that over the past
few years, a number of pairs of
opposite-gender students have
attempted to room together.
“I have heard of a couple of
cases where people have tried to

do it, and it seems like it’s common sense to a lot of people,”
Stark said.
Unrelated to the proposal
from the LGBT groups, a plan
is working its way through the
Housing and Dining Committee to allow the conjoined singles
in Farr Hall to be occupied by
members of opposite genders.
“I think it is about time that
Kenyon College catches up in
that regard and gender-neutral
housing would be, if, nothing
else, a good chance to see if that
worked in a smaller environment,” said Zachary Barnett ’11,
who currently lives in Farr.

From page 1

specify how much they paid
for the band, although the
band’s booking agent lists
their price range as between
$15,000 and $20,000.
Rebelution released their
first album, Courage to Grow,
in 2007, following the release
of a self-titled EP in 2006.
Their sophomore album,
Bright Side of Life, came out
in 2009. A remix EP was released in January of this year.
The group, which consists of
four members, was formed in
Santa Barbara, Calif., where

the members were enrolled in
college.
For many students,
Rebelution is an unknown
quantity. “I’ve never heard of
them before in my life,” Kiera
Busching ’13 said.
Some seniors expressed
anger that Rebelution would
perform at their final Sendoff. “It’s disappointing. Social
Board has the funds to do so
much and they rarely do.  I’m
sad that Rebelution is the
band for my last Sendoff and
I hope Social Board seeks outside help in the future,” said
Evan Weiss ’11.
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Chief Copy Editor
The Kenyon administration is notorious for its efforts
to promote the school’s image
as an idyllic community, one in
which few unpleasant events
could ever be allowed to take
place. Little could mar that
image more than discussion
of, well, reality — specifically
the undeniable fact that sexual
assault takes place here, just as
it does on campuses around
the country. In fact, women
of college age are four times
more likely to be assaulted
than any other age group, according to the Rape, Abuse
& Incest National Network
(RAINN). It’s an ugly topic,
but ignoring or sugarcoating it
only worsens its impact as time
goes on. As such, the installation of the anonymous hotline
by the Sexual Misconduct
Advisors represents an inspir-

ing step forward in the effort
to prevent and deal with the
existence of sexual assault at
Kenyon College. It isn’t just a
theoretical advance; this could
prove a notable resource for
students who are uncomfortable seeking help by any other
means, and we should all be
grateful to Greek Council for
its new permanent funding.
In last week’s article about
the hotline and its funding
(“SMA Hotline Gains Temporary Funding,” Feb. 17, 2011),
President S. Georgia Nugent
expressed doubt about its necessity, arguing that students
would be better off contacting
the school’s professionals and
that she expects the hotline
to get little traffic. Instead of
doubting a commendable addition to our school’s amenities,
she should be putting her full
support behind the endeavor.
According to the SMAs’ student-info emails, they have
already received a few calls despite spotty service. To claim
that the hotline will be underutilized is to imply that sexual
assault only happens once in
a blue moon at Kenyon, and
there’s just no way of knowing

if that’s true unless we already
have a service like this in place.
Hint: it’s probably not.
RAINN also says that 60
percent of rapes go unreported
nationwide, and the figure
is just as abysmal at colleges.
Even in cases that are reported,
only 16.3 percent of rapists
spend any time in prison. It’s
a statistic that only helps keep
the reporting rate low, and one
that is especially discouraging
for a victim who wants to put
his or her trust in the system.
Someone who knows that and
who has already had his or her
trust in someone violated in
one of the worst ways possible
may easily find the prospect
of turning to college authorities, such as paid counselors,
distasteful or even frightening.
The SMAs may well advise
callers to take advantage of the
paid counselors, but their position as an alternate source of
help is essential. To a victim of
sexual assault, an older figure
of authority could come across
as threatening rather than reassuring.
As a whole, we live in a
culture that makes a concerted
and mighty effort to silence

sexual assault victims regardless of gender or circumstances. The result of that ongoing
shame is often an understandable reluctance on the part of
those victims to speak about
their experiences, even to close
friends or professionals. After
all, 73 percent of rape victims
are acquainted with their rapists. Here, the anonymity of
the SMA hotline may prove
exceptionally useful. A victim can speak to someone in
his or her peer group without
disclosing identifying facts,
creating a reassuring layer of
security around the entire interaction and leaving control
in the caller’s hands. For a victim who has just survived an
experience of extraordinary
powerlessness, maximum control over any situation is essential.
Simply put, the SMA hotline has to be a priority. Sexual assault is underreported to
an astonishing degree, and any
way of alleviating the disparity between the actual rate of
assault and what reported statistics show must be embraced
if the College wants to claim
that it cares about its students.

Lauren amrhein
Guest Columnist
After hearing about the
new grade-based North Campus housing, I’m bothered
enough to form this hasty
protestation. After an informative article in last week’s
Collegian, students are by now
aware that the opportunity to
live in these new homes will
be primarily based on GPA.
Most concerning to me about
this restriction is not the process itself — as a rising junior
I have no immediate stake
in the decision — but rather
the underlying message that it
conveys.
I’m unclear as to Kenyon’s motive behind this

choice. Is it to reward the students who have done “well”
and punish those who have
done “poorly”? Is it to suggest
that the academically successful are privy to opportunities
not open to others? Or does
the decision echo an administrative belief that “smart”
students will make better residents and party less? As for
the first two points, this isn’t
high school. The Office of
Housing and Residential Life
is not a moralistic force whose
job is to create barriers. Whatever repercussions our grades
have, if any, will be our own
to bear. I am, however, even
more concerned by the latter question. To assume that
“smarter” students don’t party
or have large groups of friends
to host is blatantly false and
offensive. In fact, it seems that
one result of Kenyon’s high
academic rigor is the sudden
transformation of intelligent
students from weekday class-

room superstars to raucous
weekend binge drinkers. Thus,
the school should not feel so
assured that these speciallygleaned “smart” students are
guaranteed to be the neatest or
quietest residents. The age-old
distinction of “school smarts”
from “life smarts” is a good reminder that responsible living
can exist absent of successful
test-taking.
The other day in my art
class, we began to discuss the
nature of grading at Kenyon.
We recognized that grades are
extremely relative, based on
factors such as the individual
professor or the discipline.
Certain subjects, like the hard
sciences, where test scores are
based on quantifiably right or
wrong answers, tend to produce less forgiving grades than
subjects in the humanities,
where grading is by nature
more subjective. It also brings
to question the purpose of education. Does one take a class

with the end goal of a perfect
grade, or can we actually learn
to appreciate the material
without a numerical motivation? If a student opts to take
a notoriously hard class over
an easier one, a dip in his or
her GPA shouldn’t negatively
impact housing options.
One of the unique features of Kenyon is its value of
equality. Merit- or need-based
aid aside, all students pay the
same base tuition and have
equal access to all of Kenyon’s
facilities — Peirce, the KAC,
etc. Even the housing lottery,
both a curse and a blessing, assures that one student’s lottery
number (and therefore housing options) is evenly matched
against another’s. GPA-based
housing is an unfortunate
disruption to this system and
reflects a disparity between
student and administrative
values. We need to insist that
equal-opportunity housing
survive.

Housing Requirements Unfair to All
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The opinions page is a space
for members of the community
to discuss issues relevant to the
campus and the world at large. The
opinions expressed on this page
belong only to the writer. Columns
and letters to the editors do not
reflect the opinions of the Collegian
staff. All members of the commuity
are welcome to express opinions
through a letter to the editor.
The
Kenyon
Collegian
reserves the right to edit all letters
submitted for length and clarity.
The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or psendonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by
individuals, not organizations, and
must be 200 words or less. Letters
must also be received no later than
the Tuesday prior to publication.
The Kenyon Collegian prints as
many letters as possible each
week subject to space, interest and
appropriateness. Members of the
editorial board reserve the right to
reject any submission. The views
expressed in the paper do not
necesassarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.
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isadventures of a

Kenyon First Year

Rebecca made the
mistake of telling her
two econ major roommates that she planned
to graduate with a concentration in creative
writing.
She wrote a poem
about it, which Hika
rejected.
By Ben Ros

is “Off the
Record”

In my three years of
writing for the Collegian, I have encountered a surprising
number of stories that
cannot be told simply
because the professors,
administrators and/or
students involved will
not speak “on the record.” These investigations have shown me
that “off the record”
can be both a gift and a curse
for the journalist. One of the
most difficult aspects of this
line of work can be knowing
the real truth while having
to print untrue official statements.In the past, the Collegian has been criticized
for not printing “the whole
story,” but a strict code of
journalism has forced us to
print only what we obtain
through honest, professional interviews. Though we
all hear the real story from
friends we trust or from people who actually witnessed
an event but refuse to be
quoted, we can only use that
information as a stimulus to
ask more questions. Printing something we overheard
or got from someone who
wasn’t being interviewed is
tantamount to printing a
rumor or hearsay, even if we
know it is true.
Often, we are forced
into a moral dilemma. Do
we knowingly omit the truth
and print a diluted or false
truth? Unfortunately, this is
a decision I’ve had to make
more than once in my three
years. At times I am privileged to information that,
sometimes, I wish I didn’t
know. Sometimes I know
the truth is out there, but
the search for it seems futile. I can only imagine how
many times this happens in
the “real world,” and I have
a great deal of respect for
professional journalists who
face these dilemmas more
often than I do.
I can only hope that
people on the wrong end of
these stories are willing to be
honest with reporters. They
know that whenever anything gets into the media,
there is a strong possibility
of backlash. When I listen
to a person openly lying,
though, I know that they believe they have done wrong,
or they would be telling me
the truth. To playing Devil’s
advocate, however, I realize that sometimes there is
more to the other side’s position. Other times, there
is not. All I can ask is that
they tell me the truth, “on
the record.”

staff editorial
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The Etiquette of Public Speaking Quick Complaints

Robyn Rae Stype
Guest Columnist
At my high school, public
speaking class was a requirement for graduation; wisely, our
teachers did not want to send us
out into the world without basic
speech and presentational skills,
which are a necessity in so many
professions and translate into everyday, one-on-one interactions.
I will be the first to admit
that this course was not my favorite — I put off taking it until
the last semester of my senior
year. After attending Jonathan
Franzen’s speech last Wednesday
Feb. 16, however, I was thankful
that I had been compelled to
sit through detailed lectures on
deportment and decorum. Not
only did it teach me how to be a
more engaging speaker, but also
how to be a polite and mindful
audience member. On the evening of Mr. Franzen’s visit, I was
disappointed by the behaviors
of both our guest speaker and
my fellow students. I did not

realize the full significance of the
lessons I learned in high school
public speaking until I saw that
they were not universally understood.
The relationship between
audiences and speakers is not
unlike the relationship between
hosts and guests: hosts extend
hospitality, and guests bring
gifts. And now, as a guest of the
Collegian, I would like to pass
on the gift of some tips I have
learned to help this relationship
thrive.
Be prepared. If you are
invited to speak in front of any
group — from your local Girl
Scout troop to a huge convention — consider it an honor.
Your reputation likely prompted
the invitation, so expectations
are high. Prepare for the event as
if you were receiving an award:
with gratitude and attention to
detail. Even if you have given this
speech a hundred times before,
refresh your memory and tailor
your presentation to your audience — it is the gift you have to
offer your host.
Be enthusiastic and understood. Pay attention to your
vocal intonation and variety, and
pace yourself. Speaking like Ben
Stein will put your audience to
sleep, and running though your

words like the Flash will only exhaust them. A speech is not just
a soliloquy, but an interaction
between the speaker and the
listener, so pay attention to the
reactions you receive and allow
them to inspire your presentation along the way. Above all,
aim to entertain and inform.
Be concise. This advice
applies whether you are standing behind the lectern or seated
in the auditorium. Write your
speech with your audience’s attention span in mind, and keep
extensive descriptions to a minimum. Words read aloud with
conviction possess a life all their
own, and are more often hindered than helped by lengthy explanations and extra adjectives.
Take advantage of the inflection
and emphasis that are unique to
the spoken word.
Audience members: if you
are allowed to ask the presenter
questions, make sure they are actually questions (not statements),
and make them quick and to
the point. The audience came
to hear the speaker’s answer, not
the audience member’s question. Other people will have
questions, too, and it’s not polite
to keep them waiting forever.
Don’t make the speaker regret
agreeing to a Q&A session.

Be sensitive. Again, this
advice goes both ways. Audience, your job is to make the
speaker feel welcome and comfortable. Be attentive, and if you
ask a question, keep it relevant to
the subject of the speech; your
goal should not be to knock the
speaker off-balance, but to clarify a point he or she made.
Speakers, keep in mind the
background of your listeners
when selecting your topic and
crafting your speech. If you bore
or, worse, offend, you will not be
invited back.
I compiled this list not
to lecture, but in the hope that
when we invite speakers to Kenyon in the future, they will
enthusiastically accept, knowing
our reputation for being considerate audience members. I am
confident that, one day, many of
my fellow students will be asked
to give commencement addresses at high schools and college
campuses across the country.
Although what you say is obviously important, how you say it
can be even more memorable
for your listeners.
Hopefully I have followed
my own advice as I wrote this
article, and my gracious hosts
are pleased with the gifts I had
to offer.

Jill Arenz
SMAs Co-Leader
I am writing on behalf of the
Sexual Misconduct Advisors in response to last week’s article (“SMA
Hotline Gains Temporary Funding,” Feb. 17, 2011). We wanted
to provide background information about our establishment as a
group and our role on campus, as
well as give more context for our
decision to start a college sexual
misconduct hotline.
Our existence and work on
campus is relevant and important
given the national statistics on sexual assault. For every 1000 college
women, 35 are sexually assaulted
annually. One in six women and
one in 33 men will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime, with four
times the risk for college women,
according to the U.S. Department
of Justice. Male victims, although
highly underrecognized, represent
ten percent of all sexual assault victims. Kenyon survey results place
us exactly in line with national
figures.
Despite these facts and the
prevalence of sexual misconduct
incidents on college campuses,
the SMAs have received no permanent funding from the school
since our creation in 1999. The
SMAs’ establishment was prompted by a particularly difficult sexual

misconduct judicial case and the
student body’s unhappiness with
the school’s ability to prevent, recognize and respond to sexual misconduct on campus. The SMAs
continue to advocate for the student body and seek new ways to
provide education and outreach.
We are seeking funding now in
order to create a hotline, which we
feel will help address the issues and
overlooked populations at Kenyon
regarding sexual misconduct.
The first issue the hotline
will address is confidentiality. Although reporting incidents can
be done in a number of ways, the
only ones that maintain confidentiality are through the Counseling
Center and the SMAs. Deans and
Safety officers are always on call,
but they are required, along with
faculty and staff, to report any incidents they hear of to the school
and to legal authorities. This could,
of course, result in Kenyon judicial
action or legal action. The SMAs
are supervised by the Counseling
Center so we can be trained and
equipped with the legal requirement of confidentiality in order
to better serve the student body.
Yes, we are peers and not professionals, but we are supported by
the Counseling Center, work in
conjunction with them and share
their knowledge in this area.
Anonymity is a second important reason to have a hotline. It
is difficult on any college campus,
but especially on one as small as
Kenyon, to walk to the Health
Center or sit down and meet with
an SMA because it is a relatively
visible act. A hotline allows stu-

dents to call in from a place where
they feel comfortable and safe. It
allows them complete control over
their support until, if ever, they are
ready to meet face to face or talk to
a counselor. Although reporting
has increased by one third since
1993, 60 percent of sexual assaults
still go unreported.
Victims sometimes feel
uncomfortable reporting to officials because of the long and
emotionally trying judicial process
involved with sexual assault cases.
Some victims are more comfortable speaking with peers, especially with peers like the SMAs
who have experience dealing with
similar situations or who may have
dealt with assault themselves.
The third issue we hope to
address with the hotline is availability. The Health and Counseling Center is closed over the
weekend and at nights and deans
and nurses are off-campus during
these times. [Somebody from the
Counseling Center and a nurse
practitioner are on call 24/7, however.] Calling Safety does not guarantee that someone will come to
campus to talk to or examine you.
The presence of SMAs as part of
the student body is important, given that 43 percent of rapes occur
between 6:00 p.m. and midnight,
and 24 percent occur between
midnight and 6:00 a.m. When
sexual misconduct occurs, it can
be difficult to approach those who
are equipped to help, whether
they are professional counselors
or peer advisors. Even considering that many students feel more
comfortable speaking with peers

than with professionals, it can be
difficult to pick an individual face
off of a poster and come talk about
such a challenging and emotional
topic.
Indeed, in our experience,
those who come to us for advice
know us in some other context
and feel comfortable given that familiarity. A hotline will provide a
completely anonymous outlet that
is available to everyone 24/7 and
still offers the benefit of contact
with a peer. This is not to say that
students should avoid calling Safety or a dean, but it does offer an
important alternative that allows
students confidential, immediate
and trusted contact on campus.
The last issue the hotline
seeks to address is the ignorance
of male sexual assault victims and
the lack of resources provided for
them. Men are also the least likely
group to report sexual misconduct,
possibly due to the shame and the
challenge to masculinity that sexual violence against men is assumed
to represent or the subsequent selfblame that often occurs. Additionally, men are, in most cases, seen as
the aggressors, making it harder
to expect an acceptance that they
can be mistreated as well. We hope
that more men on campus will use
the hotline as a source of information and a means of support.
The SMAs would like to
thank and commend Greek
Council for reaching out to us and
providing funding for the hotline
at a time when the College is not
able to. Thanks to their help, the
hotline will soon be functional for
the student body to use.

SMAs Respond to Collegian Article

“Why aren’t there Quick Positive Things?”
- Conner Karakul ’11
“Whenever I wash my hands in the first-floor Peirce
bathroom, I get water all over my shirt.”
- Katy Siegel ’14
“Why is there a Kenyon lounge party the
night before poli sci finals?”
- Alex Ostrom ’11
“Why is there no Extendo on Saturday,
when everyone wants to sleep in?”
- Taylor Hartwell ’14
“I’ve never met anyone who enjoys stromboli.”
- Matt Crowley ’11
“The doors into the Peirce Great Hall
shouldn’t be locked all the time.”
- Nick Foster ’13
“There needs to be a communal stapler
next to every printer.”
- Lara DelPiano ’14
“There is no Peirce menu online this week. How am I
supposed to know when to avoid eating there?”
- Casey McKone ’11
“What’s up with Kenyon wifi?”
- Emory O’Dell ’14
“What’s with all the mud by the art barn?
If I wanted a mud bath, I’d go to a spa!”
- Rachel Sachnoff ’12
“My friends call me ‘Titties’.”
- Alex Boote ’11
“Cinnamon Toast Crunch and Golden Grahams are
two completely different cereals.”
- Sam Rojas ’12
“We drop the weights because they’re heavy, and we
didn’t know there was a girls’ lacrosse team.”
- Kenyon Football
“There should be card readers on every door
leading into Old Kenyon.”
- Chris Freedman ’12
“Why is my tuition paying for white boy reggae?”
- Peyton Ward ’11
“Spring weather teaser: don’t lie to us.”
- Sandhya Baser ’14 and Jo Scott ’14
“Whatever happened to Soulja Boy?”
- Meredith Ganz ’11
“The ginger ale in Peirce is terrible.
I’d rather drink Sprite.”
- Harry Hanson ’13
“I have never met anyone who doesn’t enjoy a good
stromboli.”
- Justin Shipley ’11
“Where’s the Smart Start?”
- Hannah Beckerman ’14
“Why is there one Subway in Walmart
and one in the parking lot?”
- Dain Williams ’11
“I have to shower once a day for
my hair to look good.”
- Kathleen Jordan ’11
“This place needs more secret passages.”
-Nick Anania’14
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Whatever Happened to the Peanuts Characters?

Molly Bondy
Staff Writer
David Hoyt

Dog Sees God opens with the death of Snoopy and details the lives of the Peanuts characters as young adults — grappling with what it means to
come of age in American society.

Molly Bondy
Staff Writer
Dog Sees God: Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead, a Kenyon Renegade
Theater
production,
opens this Friday, Feb. 25
at the Black Box Theater.
The play follows the lives
of America’s beloved Peanuts characters, all grown
up and suffering the woes
of teenager-hood.
Written by Bert B.
Royal, the show centers around the death of
Snoopy and the subsequent struggle of Charlie Brown, known as
CB in this production,
to find meaning in the
dog’s death. Nearly the
entire original Peanuts
cast makes an appearance, though their youthful characters have been
transformed into drugaddicted, sexually active,
insecure and mentally
unstable young adults.
Slightly less dramatic are
the changes to the characters’ names (Linus, played
by Will Herrick ’14, is
called Van), but references to their original
personality traits, such

as one to Linus’ blanket,
clue the audience in on
who is who.
The curtain opens
on CB, played by Atticus
Koontz ’14, lamenting the
death of Snoopy, a loyal
pet and friend. It immediately becomes clear

Their youthful
characters have
been transformed
into drug-addicted, sexually active
... young adults.
that this interpretation of
Peanuts is not a continuation of Charles Schulz’s
humorous comic strip,
but rather a darker exploration of what it means to
come of age in America
today. Even the expression
“coming of age” does not
quite capture the experiences these teens face, for
as director Robbie Sellers
’14 put it, the characters
have “already lost their
innocence.” From Sally’s

forays into exotic religions to Marcy and Peppermint Patty’s alcohol
drinking in school to Pig
Pen’s cocaine addiction, it
is evident that these boys
and girls are no longer
celebrating the miracle of
Christmas or the growth
of a giant pumpkin.
The first half of the
show introduces each
character and the emotional baggage they bring
with them. CB struggles
with the concept of life
after death and reaches
out to his friends for their
opinions on the matter.
This creates the underlying backbone of the production, allowing for the
other characters’ stories
to unfold. The second
half, and the part Sellers
informs me is the most exciting , brings all the characters together at a party
where, as the expression
goes, “shit hits the fan.”
As per usual in a high
school drama, there is,
not to be redundant, a lot
of drama. One strongly
emphasized theme in this
particular show is that of
homophobia and sexual

exploration. Beethoven
(Ryan Drake ’14) is definitely gay, but some of
the other characters also
question their sexuality. According to Sellers,
one of the most startling
moments in the play is
the kiss between Koontz
and Drake. Though this
scene is a climactic moment in the plot, it goes
beyond just the buzz. In
many ways, it will touch
Kenyon students, both
gay and straight, because
of the relatable confusion
and fear surrounding sex
that it expresses.
This is not the only
aspect of this show that
the audience will find a
connection with. Considering the fact that these
characters are nearly our
age and facing similar
struggles, it is understandable why the Renegade
Board chose to produce
this show. Though there
are moments of exaggerated teenage angst, for
the most part the audience will be able to identify with the Peanuts crew
just as they did when they
were children.

Visiting Teacher Reads
in Recent Poetry Series

Dan Kipp
Staff Writer
This past Monday,
Feb. 21 marked the beginning of what David Lynn
called “the Gambier mud
season,” an apt description
until it started snowing.
Regardless of inclement weather, the Cheever
Room of Kenyon’s Finn
House was packed to the
walls with Kenyon students, professors and the
greater Knox County
community eager for a
poetry reading from Jake
Adam York.
Every spring semester, Kenyon brings in an
outside educator to teach
at Kenyon as the visiting
Thomas Chair professor.
Professor York, an associate professor of English
and creative writing at the
University of Colorado
Denver, is this year’s recipient.
“I woke up in a beautiful place and I don’t
know how I got here,”
York said of Kenyon. “I’m
very much enjoying being
here.” This semester he
is teaching two creative
writing courses, and his
“students are very good
sports in some difficult
business.”
York sees this “difficult business” as more than
just writing poetry — it’s a
singing of stories, entering
into a relationship with
the subject on which one
is writing. In his first reading , “te lyra pulsa manu or
something like that,” York
writes, “music makes everything want to reach out
of itself / rocks forgetting
their gravity, birds hovering / as if become part of
the air itself.”
History, as well as
music, proved to be a motif throughout the reading. York grew up and
lived in Alabama for 22
years. “Being in the South
in the ’70s was like being

anywhere else in the country in the ’40s or ’50s,” he
noted. With three television stations and windblown static on the radio,
York was raised on his
grandmother’s storytelling. From her, he learned
about the music that
words hold. “When she
enters a particular story,”
York said, “you feel the
story before you understand it. This is what poems do — they put a feeling into you.”
York’s
inclination

York sees this ‘difficult business’ as
more than just
writing poetry
— it’s a singing
of stories, entering a relationship
with the subject
on which one is
writing.
towards storytelling met
history head-on in 1989,
when the city of Montgomery, Ala. dedicated
its Civil Rights Memorial.
The Memorial contains
the names of 40 martyrs
who were murdered in the
movement between 1955
and 1968. York said, “The
sheer number of martyrs
disturbed me, but also the
fact that I had not heard
of many of them seemed
wrong to me.”
Many of these Civil
Rights victims appear explicitly and implicitly in
York’s poetry. Medgar
Evers, Emmett Till, William Moore and Mack
Charles Parker were all
present at the reading :
see Poet, page 8

KENYON FILM SOCIETY
THIS WEEK IN THE KENYON FILM SOCIETY
OSCAR NOMINEE WEEK!
Friday, Feb. 25 — The Kids Are All Right
Winner of this year’s Golden Globe for Best Picture (musical or comedy), The Kids Are All Right was an early frontrunner to win Best Picture at this year’s Oscars. It is
also nominated for Best Original Screenplay and Best Actress for Annette Bening, whose performance steals the movie.
Saturday, Feb. 26 — The Social Network
The Social Network is nominated for a whopping eight Oscars, including Best Picture, Best Director, Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Actor for Jesse Eisenberg. The
movie, which has been an overwhelming success both critically and financially, tells the story of the creation of the social networking site Facebook. Although criticized for
factual inaccuracies, the film has been widely lauded by critics and played a large part in Time Magazine’s selection of Mark Zuckerberg as Person of the Year.
Come see these films before the Oscars on Sunday, so that when these films win/lose, you can cheer/cry for how deserved/undeserved the award was/wasn’t. Both screenings are at 7:30 p.m. in the KAC Theater.
—Miles Purinton
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Opera Workshop, Wind Ensemble Put On a Wonderful Show
Lauren Toole

Arts and Entertainment Editor

The Opera and Musical Theatre Workshop and
the Kenyon Wind Ensemble
presented their collaborative version of Wonderful
Town by Leonard Bernstein
last Thursday, Feb. 17 to a
cozy group in Rosse Hall.
The show originally ran
on Broadway from 1953 to
1954 and was later revived
in 2003, this time starring Brooke Shields, closing again in 2005. Set in
1935, the show follows the
journey of two sisters, Ruth
and Eileen Sherwood, after
leaving their home in Columbus, Ohio and traveling
New York to make it big.
Adjunt Instructor of Music
Peggy Dye, director, introduced the play as a “beautiful show about dreams and
hope and love,” an accurate
summary that held true until its long-awaited finale,
for indeed, its end was longawaited.
Consisting of only seven actors, the production
was a demanding show that
required constant flexibility from both its performers
and the orchestra. Instead of
the traditional components
of a musical, such as a set,
separate scenes and moving
actors, the theatre workshop instead had the players
singing from stationary microphones with little other
motion. Besides a limited

Sam Colt

Wonderful Town featured both the Kenyon Wind Ensemble and the Opera and Musical Theatre Workshop in a joint-production of the Broadway classic.

arsenal of props, there was
no other stage setting and
the scenes blended together
with effortless fluidity. All
in all, one would think that
this fixed action would bore
the audience, but it was actually captivating, because
it pushed the cast to convey their characters almost
solely through vocals.
Also noteworthy was
the wind ensemble’s performance of 12 consecutive
songs without reprieve and
countless more as orchestral
back-up. Needless to say,
this was a remarkable and
demanding undertaking.

Wonderful
Town
opened with a guide, Nathan Huey ’13, showing sisters Ruth and Eileen (played
by Jill Hanley ’13 and Julia
Dopp ’13, respectively) the
sights of New York City.
Blonde bombshell Eileen
hopes to become an accomplished actress while shy
and modest Ruth desires
to be a published writer.
Dopp’s depiction of the dramatic Eileen was spot-on as
she beams with exuberance
while being courted by her
new admirer, Frank Lippencott (also Huey), a local store manager. Lippen-

cott romances Eileen with
drug-store delicacies, like
red wine free with purchases of five dollars or more,
and she soon finds herself
“A Little Bit in Love” with
Frank. Huey couldn’t have
better captured the hilariously adorable personality
of Frank, who eagerly proclaims, “I better get back to
the drugstore … it’s pandamonium down there.”
Ruth, meanwhile, fails
numerous times to get her
stories read and ends up
at the office of newspaper
editor Bob Baker (Andrew
D’Amico ’12), who also re-

jects them. Hanley is awkwardly lovable and modest,
perfectly portraying the
sister who believes she will
never measure up to the
other’s beauty.
A highlight of the production was a scene which
broke from the static aspect of the play. Ruth is
sent off to cover her first
story, about Brazilian navy
cadets, but she learns upon
arriving that all the sailors want to do is learn to
dance the “Conga.” The
men — D’Amico, Huey and
Max Kalifut ’14 — all don
big red sombreros and sur-

round Ruth whilst dancing
to the ensemble’s rhythm.
Even the musical director,
Associate Professor of Music Dane Huechemer, put
on a sombrero and twirled
to a quick conga, much to
the delight of the audience.
Afterwards, in an ambiguously presented aftermath,
Eileen is arrested for causing a riot and led down the
aisles to jail.
After a drawn-out sequence in which Eileen and
Ruth both realize that they
love Baker (when did that
happen?), Ruth yields to Eileen because of her superior
knowledge of men. In an
odd twist of events Eileen,
then reveals to Baker that
she know he loves Ruth in
“It’s Love.” Perhaps it was
the first act’s hour and 15
minute-length that drained
the viewer, but the second
act seemed to follow a complex set of occurrences that
resolved after little dispute
and wrapped up after 20
minutes.
Overall,
Wonderful
Town was a creative take
on the Broadway classic
and one that tested both
the actors’ artistic ability and audience’s imagination. Although lengthy, it
was a humorous departure
from the not-so wonderful
work to come before spring
break and provided just the
amount of comic relief to
last until break.

Brave Potato One-Acts Feature Beer, Birds, MC Hammer Pants

Meredith Tyma
Staff Writer
This past weekend, studentled Brave Potato Productions
presented a One-Act Festival.
On Feb. 18 and 19, 18 students
put up a progression of five plays.
The short plays, ranging from a
collage of segmented scenes to a
one-woman act, took place at the
Black Box Theater.
The night began with confusion. A few minutes into Lewis
Gardner’s play Pete and Joe at the
Dew Drop Inn, directed by Pat
Kanaley ’11, the lights turned
off and the actors disappeared.
The scenes were chopped up and
presented between the other oneacts, binding the festival together.
The play, set in a bar, presented a
pitiful type of humor incorporating familiar down-in-the-dumps
sarcasm. Robert Angell ’13 as
Pete seemed appropriately naive
and jumpy in his responses. He
was countered by Ryan Eick ’13,
playing Joe with a sullen and contemplative grace. The balance of
personalities provided a realistic
view of everyday middle-aged
men. This simple story, though
lacking a plot twist, was quite relatable.
The first full one-act, Tony’s
Kushner’s East Cost Ode to Howard Jarvis, provided a different

Katherine Poinsatte

Christa Minardi ’11 and Nate Oldach ’11, pictured here, opened the Pat Kanaley ’11 directed St. Francis Preaches to the Birds while devouring
St. Francis alive.

challenge. The plot included
24 characters — all played by
Sophie Blumberg ’12 with stage
direction read by Miles Purinton
’12. The play, which Purinton
also directed, revolved around a
controversial question — do we
have to pay income taxes? Linking employees, high school girls
and officers together through dif-

ferent forms of communication,
Blumberg created a “telephone
game” of stories. A notable character was The Supremely Scary
Girl Who Knows Practically Everything, whose wide-eyed sass
produced a strong laugh from the
audience. Toward the beginning,
however, character transitions and
plot were a bit difficult to follow.

Considering the intense material
that Blumberg had to tackle, she
pulled off a sensitive and engaging performance.
Jeni Mahoney’s Light, also
directed by Kanaley, provided a
more serious edge. The play begins and ends with Helena, played
by Rebecca Guttentag ’14, silently
holding her palm toward Abby,

played by Samantha Sheahan ’13.
Seeming to hint at the circular nature of love lost and reborn, Helena tries to show her old friend
how to “accept” her newfound
spiritual light. Though unable to
say what tumultuous past links
them, Abby fights to remain a
part of Helena’s new life. Guttentag, playing a seemingly selfish

but lovesick character, portrayed
Helena with humility. With her
subtle but consistently sharp reactions, Sheahan also gave us a reason to find hope in lost affection.
Directed again by Kanaley,
the David Ives play St. Francis
Preaches to the Birds was summarized well by its title. Two Italian
vultures, played by Christa Minardi ’11 and Nate Oldach ’11, set
the stage by devouring the remains
of St. Francis, still alive. The Saint,
played by Noah Detzer ’13, wakes
up and preaches about Heaven,
while the bewildered birds proceed to belittle him. Realizing his
fate, St. Francis almost loses faith
until a hilarious vision of his dead
grandmother, played by Angell,
beckons him to Heaven. Detzer
played his part with appealing
innocence and comedic timing.
Minardi countered his youthful
image with monotone sarcasm
and vulture-esque twitches, while
Oldach vamped up an extreme
Guido image.
Chistopher Durang’s The
Actor’s Nightmare, directed by
Kenny Fedorko ’13, rounded
out the night. The unfortunate
George, played by Nick Lehn ’13,
suffers the ultimate stage nightmare: not knowing any lines.
see Brave Potato, page 8
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Lord Gaga Shows They are Born This Way at Debut Concert

Lana Dubin
Staff Writer
Within ten days of
the start of the semester, I
was well acquainted with
Lord Gaga. I had heard my
friends’ complaints about
“don’t call my name, don’t
call my name Alejandro,”
loudly and repetitively
waking them at 9:00 a.m.
This term, their fall semester Community Advisor
was replaced with Jeffrey
Hechler ’12. Hechler had
converted his CA dorm
room into a convenient
practice place for his newly
created band, Lord Gaga.
The premise was simple —
the band would replicate
Lady Gaga’s ubiquitous
hits note for note, starring
themselves, in goofy costumes. If one were to stroll
though the middle-side of
McBride Residence Hall
on a Saturday afternoon,
he or she would hear what
appeared to sound like post
sex-op Lady Gaga spun
though a slightly offbeat
tune-o-meter. This absurd,
hilarious, genius amalgamation of pop-culture and
four earnest male college
students, however, was not
what I had imagined when
I thought of the band my
friends had complained
about.
My relationship with
the band evolved from
relative obscurity to curiosity. I wondered what had
compelled Hechler, William Plaschke ’13, Zachary Barnett ’11 and Tristan

so many times, and played
by practicing amateur musicians no less, that they
were forever skewed in
their opinions of the band.
I avoided their hall and refused to let their anti-Gaga
bias affect my opinion of
Lord Gaga.
I came prepared Saturday night when I went
to see the band play at the
Village Inn. I brought my
camera, notepad, friends
and dancing shoes. The
opening band, The Lawnmowers, played to an already large and apprecia-

tive audience. By the end
of their set, the restaurant
and bar were both packed
with people. They, like me,
were curious to hear Lord
Gaga. The VI informed
audience members in an
advertisement that the performance “should be interesting, to say the least”
and for people to “bring
[their] dancing shoes and
some Gaga attitude... style
points will be awarded.”
Around a dozen audience
members had seriously
taken their costumes to a
Lady Gaga-elaborate level.

A few wore particularly
sequined dresses or shirts,
some hand wrote on their
shirts, and the ever-stylish
Joshua Samuels ’12 wore
an all black, sequined,
veiled ensemble with black
sunglasses, and never broke
character. The band was
also dressed to the nines,
with lead vocalist and Kokosinger Barnett in superstylish black pumps, a vintage smoking jacket, full
makeup and practically
nothing else. Keyboardist
and bassist Hechler did
not disappoint either with
a gold lamé top and blue
pants. Plaschke wore a
cape, and Neviska sported
colorful face paint as he
presided over the drum
kit.
Their
performance
brought the VI to the
ground, almost literally.
Everyone was dancing and
singing along and most left
with a good feeling. Of
those who were less than
satisfied were those who
judged Lord Gaga by their
frequent small mistakes
and awkward delivery, and
the VI employees who had
to clean up the dance floor
and broken lighting fixtures after the concert had
ended. Rarely does a band
of Kenyon students bring
an audience to dance as
quickly and wholeheartedly as Lord Gaga did Saturday night. For what it represents, and for the sheer
joy of the music, Lord
Gaga was wonderful.

From page 6

“I think I write to
address the incongruity
between a pleasant daily
life and the horror of history, which we too often
overlook. I think I owe
something — I think we
all owe something — to
those martyrs,” York said.
“We need to write them
back into history more indelibly.”
Indeed, one of the major topics of York’s poetry
at the reading rendered
itself irremovable in the
minds of many attendees.
“Lynchings provide a clear
and too-plentiful example
of this incongruity,” York
said.
“The content was
not always entirely comfortable,” Libby Panhorst
’13 said. “It was certainly
familiar to me as an Alabamian.” Sarah Kahwash
’14 agreed. “The images
of lynching he depicted
are stuck in my head,” she
said
Not all of York’s poetry revolved around racial injustice, however.

In his poem “Letter to be
Read by Furnace Light,”
York evokes the world of
music, combined with his
father’s profession, turning iron into steel: “This
is the music of steel, / this
is the music we burn down
mountains for.” Rolling
and flowing much like the
locomotives he reverentially references, York tells
of “light and music that is
ours.”
What music is he talking about? In his honest,
Southern accent, when
asked what he listened to,
York smiled and said, “All
of it.” This was quickly
checked, as he said, “I
don’t listen to whatever’s
on the Grammys.” He was
critical of popular music,
calling it the “pornography of music.”
York believes that
the poet enters into a relationship with whatever
he writes about — be it
a photo of a lynching ,
history or music. “I don’t
want to be in a relationship with Bieber,” he said.

David Hoyt

Lead siuger Zach Barnett ’11 fronts Lord Gaga while decked out in glitter and fishnets. Lord Gaga performed at the Village Inn Saturday night
in front of Gaga enthusiasts.

Neviska ’12 to join musical forces to produce what
would be the electrifying
compositions that set the
audience on fire with joy
and Gaga fever on Saturday, Feb. 19th. A few weeks
ago, I visited my friends on
second floor middle-side of
McBride and heard them.
Upon hearing the familiar
bass notes echoing through
the hall, I was fixed to the
song like a bloodhound to
a stag. I wandered down
the hall and listened outside Hechler’s room with a
few of his residents. I was

happy to hear such an enthusiastic tribute to Lady
Gaga, but when the band
stopped, went over what
had been wrong, corrected
it, and played the song over
again, I realized what had
been irritating my friends.
It was neither Lord Gaga’s
music nor the band members that caused the trauma, but the repetitiveness
of the music. Lady Gaga’s
fame is so strong, most
Americans have heard her
songs, and heard them
again and again. Hechler’s
residents heard her songs

Brave Potato Sponsors One-Acts Poet Recalls Childhood Experiences
Festival Takes Place in Black Box Theater

Katherine Poinsatte

From left to right: Allie Lembo ’14, Marcie Schwartz ’13, Madeline Jobrack ’13, Nick Lehn ’13 and
Charles Lasky ’12 perform in The Actor’s Nightmare, directed by Kenny Fedorko ’13.

From page 6
The opposing characters, played
by Madeline Jobrack ’13, Marcie
Schwartz ’13 and Allison Lembo
’14, appropriately push him to
finish the shows with extreme
bursts of energy. The disaster ends
when the executioner, played by
Charles Lasky ’12, chops his head

off in a scene from which George
never awakes. With delicate and
puppy-eyed humor, Lehn carried the bulk of the plot and the
audience’s sympathy, all the while
nervously fiddling with his M.C.
Hammer parachute pants.
Despite its length (over two
and a half hours), the One-Act
Festival provided an interesting

evening. The addition of a stage,
a feat rarely attempted in the
Black Box, created a distinction
between the players and the audience that, along with the increasing slapstick comedy, propelled
our engagement. Just as Pete and
Joe’s collection of beer bottles
grew, so did the audience’s satisfaction.

“How many of them have
you heard of ? What are
they known for?” York
asked.
York constantly sees
in the South an “incongruity: places where the
fabric of the world seems
put together wrong.” This
is evident in his writing.
York’s first book of
poetry, Murder Ballads,
published in 2005, is an
exploration of Southern
history that pays special
attention to the martyrs
of the Civil Rights Movement. He has had two
other collections of poetry published, A Murmuration of Starlings (2008)
and Persons Unknown
(2010).
Persons Unknown is
a remembrance of Claude
Neal, a 23-year-old black
man who was sentenced
by the Jackson County
Grand Jury and lynched.
He died “at the hands of
a small group of persons
unknown to us.”
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Franzen: Author Speaks on Four Worst Interview Questions
From page 1

Wallace spoke at a Kenyon
graduation influence your
decision to speak?
JF: He and I were very
close and also friendly rivals,
so the fact that he had done a
noteworthy address here himself was, if anything, a disincentive. It’s part of being friends.
We try to avoid head-to-head
things. We only appeared in
public together once, a reading in New York, and we both
hated the experience and never wanted to do it again. The
main reason I wanted to [give
the commencement address]
was I thought it would be fun

with my nephew graduating. I
knew my brother and sister-inlaw would be here and … I was
going to come anyway. Why
not try my hand at it?
TKC: In the Time
magazine interview you said
you disable the wireless on
your laptop because you can’t
write good fiction with the
internet connected. Do you
feel the internet is a distraction or a bad influence on
writing?
JF: It’s mostly a distraction. It’s noisy and I think what
the fiction writer has to offer to
culture is reports from places
of quiet. If you turn the noise
down then you can hear things

people aren’t listening to. I
think that’s true in a very practical way. If it’s election season
and I’m checking the polls
every hour … that’s important
to the country, but it’s not important to me. I can’t get to the
stuff that is important as long
as I’m paying attention to that.
TKC: In your interview with The Guardian you
talked about how America
has become a “rogue state”
and how that has stemmed
from this “childish notion of
freedom” that you said many
Americans have. In your close
examination of the family in
your novels, are you trying to
answer the “why” of America

— how the people influence
America?
JF: I’m trying to tell stories, and one of the real contributions that literary theory has
made in the last decades is to
reinforce this notion of “master narrative,” of narrative as a
vehicle through which we apprehend the world and fiction
writers are storytellers and I’m
not really trying to explain anything because I don’t have the
answers. I’m trying to fashion
answers that have some sort of
meaning and [get] attention to
the country I’m living in and
the times I’m living in. Those
factors are part of the narrative.
I’m not trying to come up with

the story. It’s just trying to come
up with a story that makes
some sort of sense that people
can connect with and feel that
it’s not just a completely outof-control, unmanageable reality that we are dealing with. It
seems that the contribution we
make as writers is endeavoring
to make sense of something on
our own terms, whatever those
terms might be.
TKC: What do you want
people to take away from
these novels? Are you trying
to implement some social
change or get Americans to
look at themselves?
JF: No.
TKC: Is it just to create a

good read, then?
JF: No, not that either.
I’m writing for people who
were not satisfied with the
shop-worn narratives that the
big media is abounds with.
I sense an inadequacy in the
culture and feel alone and like,
“Am I the only one who feels
this way?’’ The books are a way
of reaching out and saying,
‘‘You know, you’re not alone. I
feel that way too.’’
TKC: Are you working
on anything else right now?
JF: I’m working on a
piece for The New Yorker about
the origins of the English novel
and prospects for the novel in
this heavily mediated world.

OO: Katharine Hepburn.
Wait, that’s kind of ironic since I
don’t like pants. I admire both of
the Hepburns, really. Ava Gardner
is also one of my fashion icons.
DM: I’m sure I do, but I
just don’t really like looking up to
people for that. I’m sure subconsciously I’m influenced by people,
but I like to mold myself.
Collegian: Where do you
like to shop?
OO: Zara’s and Urban
Outfitters. I don’t like shopping online because I like instant
gratification.
DM: There’s this label, Junk
Food, that I like a lot because they
do a lot of retro T-shirts. I have to
admit Urban Outfitters has great
jeans. I don’t mind the occasional
chain store — Forever 21 and
stores like that.
Collegian: What is your
favorite piece of clothing or
accessory?

OO: A good pair of earrings. I need something to balance
out the short hair now. With the
amount of clothing I’ve lost at
Kenyon, I don’t know — I like
good accessories. Caples has eaten
many of my sweaters.
DM: I like different pieces
at different times — sometimes
I’ll be really into my brightly colored tights or a specific Zeppelin
T-shirt or my Urban jeans. I tend
to be a volatile person.
Collegian: What is your
favorite part about your own
personal style?
OO: How everyone tends
to compliment how put-together
I look … even though I tend to
wake up 20 minutes before classes
and hope I find things that match.
It’s bad, I’ll always wake up late for
my morning classes.
DM: I think it would have
to be my shoe collection. I don’t
display all of its components, but

I own a lot of shoes.
Collegian: Do you read
anything about fashion?
OO: I read fashion blogs:
Color Me Nana and Style Scrapbook. Most of it is people documenting what they wear, but I
like it. A few of my friends run
blogs about fashion and music
and culture.
DM: Sporadically, I will
read an article on fashion or read
a fashion blog. It’s just so easy to
acquire all this information that
you don’t really realize where it’s
coming from.
Collegian: Do you ever just
chill out in sweats?
OO: If I’m at home I will,
but if I’m in a public setting I try
not to. Dressing nicely makes
me feel better, so if I’m having a
bad day you’ll probably see me
dressed up.
DM: More likely leggings,
but yeah, I like loungewear.

First Years Flaunt Vintage Shirts and Colored Tights
Catherine Weitzel
Staff Writer
This week, the Collegian
chose Oluremi Olufemi ’14 and
Dulce Montoya ’14 for its style
profiles. Oli is a member of the
jazz a cappella group Take 5 from
Chicago, Ill. who wants to major
in sociology. Dulce is a WKCO
host from Brooklyn, N.Y. who
will likely major in history.
Collegian: How would you
describe your style?
Oli Olufemi: I don’t like
to wear pants. It comes down to
what I can find in the closet in the
morning. I kind of go for a fauxhipster thing, but I wouldn’t really
call it that. I like shiny things.
Dulce Montoya: I really
like to look at past decades—during this year I noticed I had a
grunge kick. I tend to pick up on
modern fashions really late, but
two or three years down the road
I’ll try things. I tend to wear a lot

Students

Catherine Weitzel

First years Oli Olufemi (left) and Dulce Montoya (right) pose in Gund.

of Zeppelin T-shirts. Throughout
all of high school I only wore
skirts, which was influenced by

Ben Neuhaus ’14

my school uniform.
Collegian: Do you have
any fashion icons?

Duane Gomez,
Head Track and Field Coach

Paul Hoehn ’14

Ted Buehrer,
Professor of Music

Totals so far:
Students: 71
Faculty: 77

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs.

Who invented Coca-Cola?

Mr. James T. Coke

David McCabe

Dr. Pepper

John Pemberton

In what year was the KAC
opened?

2006

2006

2006

2006

What equation represents the
Pythagorean Theorem?
How many rays does the
Statue of Liberty’s crown
have?
From what Italian city did
the famed luthier (violin
maker) Antonio Stradivari
hail?

Total Correct

Fac/Staff

a2 + b2 = c2

a2 + b2 = c2 (disqualified
due to asking colleague)

Five

Seven rays
for seven continents

13

Florence

Naples

Cremona (disqualified
due to asking Doc
Locke)

Milan

Two

Two

Two

Two

a2 + b2 = c2
13

a2 + b2 = c2

John Pemberton
2006
a2 + b2 = c2
Seven ( for the seven seas
and seven continents)

Cremona
By David Hoyt

10

Helen Zuckerman
Guest Writer
In my cozy apartment in
Beirut, listening to the rain
pour down outside my window, Egypt feels far away.
But a flight from Beirut to
Cairo takes only one hour
and 20 minutes, and I have
so many visceral memories
of Egypt that rise up at every familiar Middle Eastern
smell, sight and especially
taste.
I studied at Alexandria
University in Egypt last semester, a school of nearly
200,000 students in a city of
around eight million — as
different from Kenyon as
you can get. I drank dark,
supersweet Nescafe (what
was advertised as the best
mango juice in the world)
all day long, ate delicious
ful and falafel and whole sea
bass for less than seven dollars U.S. and studied Arabic
non-stop for three and a half
months with careful and
generous teachers.
Of course, I’m writing
all of this in Beirut, and nostalgia is coloring my memory. Living in Egypt was a difficult experience of constant
challenge and revelation.
Poverty, animal abuse, racism and intolerance, sexism
and the uniquely Egyptian
bureaucratic machine make
life there hard, sometimes especially for foreigners. As a
white woman with short, un-
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covered hair, I stood out no
matter how I dressed, and I
soon mastered the technique
of looking straight through
people to avoid unintentional eye contact, while wishing
I could also avoid hearing
the things people shouted at
me as I passed. There was a
dead cat that lay on the sidewalk on my walk to school
for over a week, and no one
even bothered to pick it up.
There is no word in Egyptian
colloquial Arabic for “recycling,” and there was no hot
water in the women’s dorms.
Every day was a struggle, and
while I was living it, I was often exhausted, disheartened
and discouraged, though
not entirely unhappy. The
flipside of being challenged
every day is that you feel
triumph much more often.
Life in Egypt is a mad rush
from one extreme to another
— any opportunity could
lead to a crushing defeat that
would make me despair of
ever actually learning Arabic, or a rapturous triumph
that would convince me that
I wanted to live the rest of
my days in the Middle East.
In November, I went to
Rome to visit my roommates
and to treat myself to the familiarity of Western Europe.
My first night we went out
to dinner and I overheard
our waiter speaking Arabic.
I asked him where he was
from, and he proudly replied,
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“Egypt!” We both got very
excited as I told him that I
was living in Egypt, and he
laughingly tested my Arabic
and opinions on Egyptian
food. He came back to the
table with our drinks and
asked me, this time in earnest, “Why would you go to
Egypt? Why?” Surprised, I
stammered something about
my religious studies major, a
career in non-governmental
organizations and diplomacy, a desire to learn Arabic.
He brushed me off, saying,
“But why Egypt? Life in
Egypt is hard, too hard, and
I am Egyptian. You should
not be there.” I’d heard
similar words from worried relatives at home and
had brushed them off, full
of optimism and naïve selfcertainty. But in November,
after more than two months
in Egypt, and after hearing
this from a native Egyptian,
I could not deny at least the
partial truth of his words.
Life in Egypt is hard. It
is, in fact, so difficult that
tens of thousands of Egyptian took to the streets on
Jan. 25 and stayed there
for 19 days until President
Hosni Mubarak, commonly
referred to in Alexandria’s
streets as “the pharaoh,”
stepped down from the office he had been holding for
30 years. His government
has been characterized by
despicable corruption, tor-
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Helen Zuckerman ’12 stands in front of a pyramid at Giza.

ture, abuse, suspensions of
the Egyptian constitution
and oppression of all opposition parties and leaders.
Throughout it all, the US
government supported him,
proclaimed Egypt a stable
Arab country, and gave him
$1.3 billion of annual aid.
Americans are learning the
hard way how unstable the
Middle Eastern and North
African nations we’ve supported really are. Tunisia
and Egypt successfully deposed their autocratic rulers, and now the spark has
caught in Libya, Bahrain,
Yemen, even Jordan. The
world is changing, and here
in this cozy Beirut apartment, I’m in the middle of it.
Yes, Lebanon is safe, though
without a parliament, and

yes, I was out of Egypt for
the entire revolution. But
here in the Arab world, the
energy of this tide feels unstoppable, and the Lebanese
are proud of and inspired by
their neighbors’ courage.
Life in Beirut is different, though. I’m still struggling with how I dress, but
now it’s because Lebanese
women are fierce and fashionable all the time, and I
can’t even try to keep up.
The nightlife is glittering,
the streets are clean and safe
to walk alone at night, the
people are almost all trilingual and educated, and the
scale of the city — one million citizens as opposed to
Alexandria’s 8 million and
Cairo’s 20+ million — all
make life here a little easier

and a little more fun. But I
did have to find an Egyptian
place nearby to get my falafel
— Lebanese falafel is just
not as good. I’m disappointed that I couldn’t go back
to Egypt for the spring — I
had plans to climb Mt. Sinai,
snorkel in the Red Sea, camp
south of the Aswan Dam
— and I want more than
anything to see what the
Egyptians will do with their
new country. But Lebanon
is beautiful and welcoming
and I’m happy to be here.
Once you’ve lived in Egypt,
everywhere else feels easy,
and I’m looking forward to
facing the new challenges,
failures, and triumphs of life
in Lebanon. Salaam aleiykum, ashab i — peace be
upon you, my friends.

sauces, and my crispy orange
beef almost certainly shared
the same sauce as its poultrybased counterpart. In general,
we found the meat to be wellcooked and tasty, but slightly
too greasy. The menu also has
a small vegetarian section. My
entrée had a chili pepper symbol next to it on the menu, and
it was mildly spicy, but certainly
not overwhelmingly so. As expected, plenty of steamed white
rice was provided, but contrary
to popular practice at most other Chinese restaurants, chopsticks were provided only upon
request.
The restaurant is reasonably priced, although it still
can’t beat the value of another
local favorite, Allison’s Finer
Diner (which, to be fair, serves
a completely different kind of
food). On the busy Saturday
night when we visited, the
waitstaff (mostly non-Chinese,

for the record) seemed hurried, and service was fairly slow
— even inattentive at times.
This neglect was most likely an
anomaly, however, as Hunan
Garden’s service during several
past visits has been considerably better, although the staff
never seems to be as polite and
friendly as the Allison’s staff.
Hunan Garden is what
it is: a Chinese restaurant. If
it were not so conveniently located, it might not be worth a
visit, but luckily it’s well situated
to be a nice place to go for dinner after a Wal-Mart run or just
for a brief escape from campus.
Hunan Garden is not special. It
is not terribly authentic. But it
does serve appetizing food, and
that’s what really matters.
Hunan Garden
1516 Coshocton Avenue
Mount Vernon, OH 		
43050
(740) 393-1313

Local Chinese Restaurant Serves Americanized Cuisine

David Hoyt
Co-Photo Editor
Hunan cuisine, one of the
eight regional cuisines of China, is known for its spice and
for having a fresh aroma and
deep color. The fare at Mount
Vernon’s Hunan Garden, however, does not taste significantly
different from the food served
at any of the multitude of runof-the-mill Chinese restaurants
found throughout the United
States. This is not necessarily a bad thing; Hunan Garden
does an adequate job of serving
standard Americanized Chinese dishes like sweet and sour
chicken and crispy orange beef,
but it is certainly not anything
special.
Hunan Garden is located
in a standard strip-mall storefront, and its interior decor
is also pretty standard for a
value-oriented Chinese restaurant. My friends and I were

Hunan Garden features a moderately priced, large menu and a vaguely Chinese atmosphere.

seated promptly and courteously when we visited and given
complimentary tea in addition
to water. We enjoyed the tea as
we waited for our food, finding it fresh and well-flavored,
yet mild. Our appetizers arrived shortly and were perhaps

the highlight of the meal: the
meat-filled dumplings were
warm, fresh and crispy. I myself
did not try the crab rangoon,
which are a type of dumpling
stuffed with crab meat and
cream cheese, but my dinner
companions found them to be

David Hoyt

crispy and flavorful, if maybe a
little bit overfilled.
Our entrées were nothing to write home about; the
General Tsao’s chicken, crispy
orange chicken and sesame
chicken were likely all the same
exact meat served with different
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Ladies Basketball Whomp Wittenberg, Advance in NCAC Tournament
Melissa Hart
Staff Writer

The Kenyon women’s
basketball team won their
third game in a row on Saturday, Feb. 19, beating Wittenberg University in the
conference
tournament
quarterfinals, and moving on
to the semifinals this upcoming weekend.
The game against the Tigers was hard fought, but the
Ladies emerged victorious,
with a final score of 70-59.
The Ladies started off strong.
For the first part of the game,
the teams went back and
forth, alternately scoring and
leading each other. Partway
through the first half, the
Ladies extended their lead, at
one point up 28-11. Wittenberg battled back and got the
difference down to eight with
the Ladies leading 38-30.
The Ladies started out
strong in the second half as
well. The team jumped out

on an eight -point run, including two three-pointers
by Maureen Hirt ’14. The
team, however, went cold for
six minutes, allowing the Tigers an opportunity to claw
back into the game. The Ladies would not stand to let
the Tigers win in Gambier
and regained some momentum, increasing the lead back
to nine points and not letting
the Tigers closer than within
seven points for the rest of
the half. Head Women’s Basketball Coach Suzanne Helfant said she was happy with
the way the team played in
this conference tournament
game.
“I felt like we controlled
the game from start to finish,”
Helfant said. “We scored;
we kept our composure and
played very solid defense. I
was very pleased with the
teams effort.”
Hirt had a momentous
night, scoring a career high
29 points, and was an un-

James asimes
Staff Writer
Peruse the racks of Kenyon-printed garb available at
the Kenyon College Bookstore
often enough and you might
notice something odd: the only
athletic jersey available is that
of the Kenyon College Cycling
Team. While it is a respectable
club athletic organization, the
competitive cyclists at Kenyon
might be the first to admit they
do not attract much attention
from supporters looking to
purchase spirit wear. The only
available athletic apparel for
other sports is simple shirts and
hooded sweatshirts with the
sport name printed. “It would
be great to have more Under
Armour apparel like sweatshirts and sweatpants,” Chris
Freedman ’12 said.
“I am an emphatic supporter of all Kenyon athletics,
and the opportunity to adorn
Kenyon colors in support of
my favorite Division III college
team would mean a great deal
to me,” Bryan Kurtzman ’12
said. “I think it is unfortunate
that the only time I can get a
choice selection in Kenyon apparel is when I’m in Gambier.
It would be easier if I could
purchase some apparel online,”
alumnus Justin Bain ’10 said.
It is blatantly obvious that
the demand for athletic apparel
among non-student-athletes is
greater than the supply.
Peter Smith, the director of
athletics, fitness and recreation,
is aware of this and has spoken
with Bookstore Manager Jim
Huang concerning the availability of official Kenyon Athletics apparel. Smith stressed
the progress made between the
two, and that the new possibilities of providing official athletics apparel are quite exciting.

Huang, however, cited the fact
that he hasn’t had the time to
arrange an agreement with the
athletic department to provide
“official” athletic apparel in the
Bookstore and the complexity
of providing such items for sale
at the Bookstore.
Currently, the athletic
apparel available in the Bookstore is manufactured by the
Bookstore’s clothing department and not by the college
athletic department or by each
individual team. Furthermore,
the athletic department does
not receive any portion of the
proceeds from the sale of these
items. While this may anger
athletics supporters, Smith
mentioned that “the money
still comes to the same place,”
and that the bigger picture of
the College is more important.
When the Kenyon Athletic Center first opened, the
Bookstore sold athletic apparel
through the café in the atrium
by an agreement with the previous food license operators and
the bookstore. It was not effective in selling athletic apparel,
however, and the bookstore removed the merchandise. There
are no plans to add athletic apparel for sale in the KAC since
the current floor plan does not
allow for any expansion.
The Bookstore and the department have made progress
in their efforts for providing
athletic apparel. During home
football games this year, the
Bookstore sold athletic apparel
outside of McBride Field. The
athletic department has made
strides on its own, establishing
an online store where apparel is
available for purchase and can
be customized and made teamspecific. The items are available
through Boathouse Sports at
http://kenyon.boathousegear.

heard-of five for nine from
the three-point line. Kayla
Ernst ’13 also had a strong
night, ending with 17 points

and hitting seven of ten
from the floor. Co-Captain
Morgan Korinek ’12 had
another solid effort, with 11

points, seven rebounds and
five steals. Those five steals
tied Korinek for fourth for
her career with All-American
Anne Dugan ’08.
The Ladies also played
Allegheny College last Saturday. The team used this last
home game of the regular
season to honor their three
seniors: Kat Powers, Samantha Reichenbach and Taylor
Lenci. All three seniors are
captains this year. The Ladies
were victorious, with a final
score of 73-45. Helfant said
the team is very proud of the
game and the seniors.
“[It] couldn’t have been
a more fitting way to honor
our seniors,” Helfant said.
“They have been so instrumental to our success and to
have them all score and have
the team play so well was very
gratifying.”
Korinek and Hirt put in
strong performances against
the Gators, tying for game
high for the team with 15

com and feature a variety of
different school athletic apparel. In the past, individual teams
would separately create athletic
apparel for sale and fundraising, but the new online store
provides apparel for all varsity
sports in one location.
In addition to providing potential revenue for the
athletic department, establishing an athletic apparel line for
public purchase would help
the department better control
its image. Recently, the NCAA
opened an investigation into a
potential recruiting violation
by the department. At a selective high school swimming
meet, a current parent of a Kenyon swimmer was seen talking to a recruit while wearing
a Kenyon swimming shirt. A
coach from another school saw
this exchange and reported it as
a recruiting violation by illegally contacting a recruit during
another competition. This exchange was far from a violation,
as the recruit was the Kenyon
parent’s child and the sibling
of a current Kenyon swimmer.
Smith stressed that the incident was rare and isolated for
the athletic department here.
The investigation was frivolous
and time-intensive to clear the
school’s name. By establishing
official Kenyon Athletics logos
and insignia and separating it
from the printings on apparel
available to the public, the
department would be able to
avoid such potential violations
investigations.
Establishing separation
for official representatives for
Kenyon Athletics is very important to Smith. The department is working with the Development Office and Shawn
Presley to create a specific crest
for Kenyon Athletics, estab-

lishing conformity with school
logos for athletics. Currently,
nearly every athletic team has
its own team-specific design,
with slight variations between
teams. Smith hopes to “reduce
these quirky representations”
by establishing a “brandmark”
for Kenyon College Athletics.
While the department
is working to develop a more
official apparel line, Smith is
open to including replica or
retro jerseys for sports such as
football, basketball and soccer. Currently, the department
donates all former — “retired”
— jerseys to the Kenyon Student Athletes organization.
The KSA then sells the items
at the fall activities fair to raise
funds for its activities and volunteer efforts. These items are
popular with the student body
and contribute to Smith’s possibilities of developing a more
retro style of jerseys available to
the public for purchase.
Smith sees the advances
in providing apparel with the
Bookstore as significant progress, but he also sees the potential to create more options
for the public to purchase new
and official Kenyon athletic
apparel. The online Boathouse
Store is one example of how
the market is evolving with the
Internet, and how the Kenyon
Athletic Department is hoping to at the least keep pace.
Creating a better product and
establishing an official brand
is paramount to providing
such apparel, and through discussions with the bookstore,
KSA and other offices tasked
with development and public
affairs, it is likely that Kenyon
athletic apparel will establish a
more permanent product and
ideally increase pride in athletics as well.

Emma Lewis
Kenyon’s Paul Burgin ’13
Staff Writer
continues to hold the title of
The Lords’ tennis team is ‘number one tennis Lord’ after
proving a force to be reckoned decimating the hopes of Spartan
with this season. On Saturday, Sean Carr. Additionally, WilFeb. 19, our Lords defeated the liams, Matthews and Polster
Case Western Reserve Universi- succeeded in winning both their
ty Spartans tennis team in a dual doubles and singles matches,
match 7-2. The event took place which is not an easy achieveat the Cleveland Skating Club. ment. From the past play of these
Both singles and
three
Lords,
doubles matchhowever, their
es displayed the
excellence on
passion, the ferSaturday canvor, the skill and
not be called
the undiluted
surprising.
desire for triTheLords
umph that our
now stand at
Lords possess.
number 12 in
The Lords
NCAA Divireally struggled
sion III. Next
in the first set
Saturday, they
of
doubles
hope to conmatches. The
tinue
their
Spartans wanted
fantastic
play
-Coach Thielke
glory, and they
when they take
wanted to see us
on the Carnegie
fall. In the first doubles match, Mellon Tartans at home. With
Jeremy Polster ’11 and C.J. Wil- any luck, the Lords can unweave
liams ’13 managed to eke out a the Tartans and secure another
9-7 win. The close primary result win at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday,
left the Spartans with a violent Feb. 26. Head Men’s Tennis
desire for a win, demonstrated Coach Scott Thielke noted that
by the Lords’ loss of the number in the Spartans match, “The men
two match with a result of 8-4. played well under pressure, but
The pair of Jake Matthews ’13 will need to play better to beat
and Kevin Ye ’13 however had a Carnegie Mellon this Saturday.”
hard time unwinding the nerves
The Ladies tennis team also
that inevitably accompany a had a successful day on Saturday,
close match. They managed a 9- defeating the Spartans 6-3. Last
8 victory; the struggle was not year, the Ladies lost their home
wasted.
matches and a small amount of
While two Lords and two pride to the Spartans. The result
Spartans dueling it out proved of this Saturday’s match is a mark
quite close, the one-on-one com- of the Ladies’ improvement and
petitions were not such a struggle their desire for vindication and
for the Lords. The Lords won five a restoration of dignity. Next
of six singles matches and took Saturday, Feb. 26, the Ladies will
four matches in straight sets, an battle Carnegie Mellon at 4:00
impressive feat.
p.m.

David hoyt

The Ladies next take on rival Denison in the tournament semifinals.

points, as well as Ernst with
14 points. Powers led the seniors with 13 points.
As the Conference tournament continues, the Ladies
now look toward Friday, Feb.
25, when they will face nationally-ranked Denison for
the third time this season.
While the Ladies have not
been victorious in their first
two games against Denison,
both games were competitive, and the Ladies have an
excellent chance to break
Denison’s perfect record.
Helfant said the game will be
tough.
“We will need to be very
careful and try to save their
legs for Friday’s game,” Helfant said. “We will put together a game plan and scouting report to give us the best
opportunity to win.” Helfant
also added, “We have had an
opportunity to win the game
[against Denison] in the last
two minutes of both games.
It’s all about finishing now.”

Sparks Fly in Debate Over Sale of Athletic Apparel Lords Tennis Makes
Good “Case”

“The men played
well under pressure, but will
need to play better to beat Carnegie Mellon this
Saturday.”
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Cloudy
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Sunday

Lords/Ladies Track
Saturday, Feb. 26, at 1:00 p.m.
KAC
Kenyon hosts NCAC Multi Event

Friday

Lords Lacrosse
Saturday, Feb. 26, at 1:00 p.m.
McBride Field
Kenyon hosts Washington and
Jefferson College
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Lords Basketball Exits NCAC Championship Tournament in First Round
Nina Zimmerman
Sports Editor
Despite making great strides
all season long, the Kenyon men’s
basketball team saw their season
come to an end at the hands of two
conference rivals. They lost their
final game of the regular season to
Allegheny College, then fell to Wabash College in the quarterfinals of
the North Coast Athletic Conference championship tournament.
First, the Lords took on Allegheny. The Gators barely escaped
with a victory, beating the Lords
74-71 at Tomsich Arena on Saturday, Feb. 19. The loss was especially
rough for the Lords because it was
their Senior Day, meant to honor
the three graduating members of
the squad. The fact that it was Senior Day made the loss even harder
to take, according to Head Coach
Dan Priest.
“There’s more emotion for
the seniors, knowing it’s their last
home game,” Priest said. “I was
disappointed for [the seniors] that
they didn’t get to go out on a better
note, and I wish for their sake we

would have gone out on a winning
note.”
The Lords remained competitive throughout the game
against the Gators. Despite trailing
for most of the first half, the Lords
managed to tie the score at 34-34
when halftime rolled around.
“We were close, we hung in
there, and we just couldn’t,” Priest
said. “Down the stretch, it was a tie
game and we just couldn’t [finish it
off ].”
All three seniors played
important roles in the back and
forth dynamic that dominated
the scoring throughout the game.
Evan McCulley ’11 scored a career-high 19 points, while fellow
senior Kodey Haddox ’11 also
put 18 points on the board. Uros
Vasiljevik ’11 shot a key threepointer to put the Lords on top 6159 with 7:52 remaining and had a
chance to tie the game seconds before the buzzer. Unfortunately, he
was unable to complete the shot,
and while the Lords played well,
the Gators managed to win by a
final score of 74-71.

“[The Gators] made a few
more plays than we did,” Priest
said. “But I felt bad for our three
seniors. To go out on a close, heartbreaking game is hard for them in
their last home game. Individually,
they played very well. I was happy
for them.”
Based on their performance
in the game, it is clear that the
seniors will be missed next year.
“They’ve made a big impact for us

Sam Colt

The Lords and Ladies next head to Nashville, Tenn. for the NCAA
Division III Championships at the end of March.

we’ve started this week to hopefully bring out the best in these
guys.”
The Ladies also finished
second in the NCAC Championship to archrival Denison, but
Book remains confident that his
swimmers are poised for achievement. “[Confidence] should be
strong after this past weekend’s
swims,” he said. “It was a good reminder of what they can do. [The
swimmers] should be feeling

james asimes
Staff Writer
The time of year when Kenyon hears the wonderful soun
of the ping of metal bats down
on McCloskey Field is already
upon us. The Lords’ baseball team
comes into 2011 as a team looking to compete in the NCAC and
develop a plethora of young talent.
Head coach Matt Burdette touts,
“This is a very talented first year
class and I anticipate quite a few
making an impact.”
Headlining the Lords’ 2011
roster are outfielder/captain Craig
Wocl ’11 and pitcher Tyler Dierke
’13. Both were named to Buckeye
State Baseball’s Players to Watch
this season. A second team allconference selection last season,
Wocl looks to continue anchoring
the Lords’ lineup this season, while
Dierke, last season’s NCAC newcomer of the year, heads the Lords’
pitching staff with his powerful
repertoire on the mound.
After seeing five starters
graduate last year, the Lords hope
for younger players to step into
the places of last year’s senior class.
Coach Matt Burdette credits the
lack of a dropoff to this year’s senior
class, adding, “Every year there are
big losses to any team. Those losses
can be felt in actual production or
leadership, but we have a very solid
senior class that has begun to fill
the void.” Pitchers/captains Mike
Kalis ‘11 and Alex Cultice ‘11
helm the senior class leadership,
along with Wocl.
Last weekend, the Lords saw

fresh grass for the first time this
season, wrapping up their winter
training and trekking south for a
weekend road trip to Greensboro,
N.C. They took on Greensboro
College three times over the weekend and rounded out the trip with
one game against Stevenson University.
The Lords started the weekend off well, taking the first beating
Greensboro and then Stevenson,
which included Cultice’s complete
game shutout against Stevenson.
Sunday’s doubleheader saw the
Lords fall twice to Greensboro.
Over spring break, the Lords
will travel to Florida for their annual two-week road trip, taking
on a slew of opponents. Burdette
said, “Florida will be a mix of finetuning and giving opportunity
for guys to make an impact.” He
stressed the importance of gaining
experience, as the Lords begin conference play on March 18 with a
doubleheader against the College
of Wooster, the reigning conference champions.
After finishing eighth last
year in conference, the Lords look
to be competitive again. Burdette
praised the competitiveness of the
league, adding that Wooster is favored to finish first again. He feels
the Lords can be in the thick of the
playoff race. “We are optimistic
about the 2011 edition of [Kenyon College Baseball],” he said.
“Once we get everyone healthy
and get the young players some
needed experience we feel we will
be a very competitive ball club.”

david hoyt

The Lords ended the regular season with an overall record of 9-15. Their season came to an end Tuesday
night when they lost to Wabash College in the NCAC championship tournament quarterfinals.

and they’ve made huge contributions for us and they’ve helped us
get the program back in the right
direction, so we’ll miss them tremendously,” Priest said.
After one final practice for a
light, pre-tournament tune-up, the
Lords headed to Crawfordsville,
Ind. on Monday night and faced
off against Wabash College the
next evening, Tuesday, Feb. 22.
The fact that they had played sev-

Lords, Ladies Swimming Succeed in Last Chance
Richard Pera
Staff Writer
This past weekend, several
teams competed at the Kenyon
Aquatic Center for the Kenyon Invitational meet. Sixteen
schools brought anywhere from
one to a dozen swimmers seeking
to achieve times satisfactory for
NCAA qualification standards.
Although the team results are virtually meaningless, the Lords and
Ladies wound up in second and
third, respectively.
“It’s usually a meet where we
might get an additional swimmer
making the cutoff time to fill out
the squad,” Men’s Head Coach
Jim Steen said. Pending NCAA
announcement, the Lords have
qualified between four and six
more swimmers for their national
team, while the Ladies added two
to four. “It was a nice opportunity
to... swim fast, and many of them
did,” Women’s Head Coach Jessen Book said. “I was pleased, it
was very good.”
“We were very satisfied,”
Steen said. “We don’t normally
prioritize this meet, but this year
we decided to rest a little less for
the conference meet, and some of
those guys could have one more
shot at pulling it all together. We
felt that it was in our best interest.” Even though Kenyon failed
to win the NCAC Championship meet for the third year in a
row, Steen believes that his team
is mentally strong going into the
NCAA Championships next
month. “They’re confident,”
Steen said. “Right now, we’re going through a series of steps that

eral close games against the thirdseeded Little Giants earlier in the
regular season gave the sixth-seeded Lords a certain degree of confidence heading into the match-up,
according to Priest.
“I think our guys have the
confidence that we can go in there
and win,” Priest said on Monday.
Unfortunately, the game
proved to be a challenge for the
Lords, who were forced to play on

the road and without Vasiljevik,
who remained in Gambier because
of illness. The Little Giants quickly
jumped on the Lords, outscoring
them 17-6 in the first half on their
way to a comfortable 38-25 lead at
halftime. Even so, Haddox shone
in the last collegiate game of his
career, scoring 32 points overall,
more than half of the Lords’ final
total. The final result went against
Kenyon’s hopes, with the Little Giants beating the Lords 72-61, ending their season.
Even with the premature exit
in the first round of the playoffs
and a losing record of 9-15 overall and 5-11 in conference play in
the regular season, the Lords have
many reasons to be proud. Their
record this season was a marked
improvement over their record
from last season of 6-19. Priest is
satisfied with his first season at the
helm of Lords’ basketball.
“I’ve been real happy,” Priest
said. “The guys have been wonderful to work with and highly motivated and I’ve really enjoyed [the
experience].”

good that they’ve done what they
need to do to be competitive.”
The National Championship meet, held in Knoxville,
Tenn. in late March, will be the
final race for several Kenyon seniors, including five Lords and
seven Ladies. Both Steen and
Book emphasized that their contribution of leadership has been a
driving force for the Kenyon program. “I could not be more proud
of that group of girls,” Book said.

“They’ve really embraced change
and have given their whole hearts
to the program. They are wonderful young women.” For only the
second time in Steen’s career, all
of the seniors on the men’s team
may have qualified for the national team, which he says is characteristic of their efforts. “They’ve
been terrific,” Steen said. “It might
be that all five seniors will make
the national team, and we’ve only
had that once before. That’s good
leadership to have, and they’ve
done that all four years.”
The Lords and Ladies
have high hopes for their trip to
Knoxville, and both coaches have
stressed that success is guaranteed
if the team meets its potential.
“We’re certainly going to be in
the mix and we’re certainly going
to be a contender,” Steen said. “I
never set out to win 31 national
titles, but every year we set out to
win just one. It’s not about winning, it’s about living up to our
potential.” For Book, success does
not necessarily mean a national
title: “Going into the meet thinking about a first-place trophy is
inappropriate,” he said. “There
needs to be a much more diversified sense of what success means,
both individually and collectively.
[The swimmers] need to define it
on their own terms.”
Kenyon still has almost a
month before the biggest meet
of the season, but the importance
of a successful weekend in late
March is on everyone’s mind, especially the coaches. “I know we
can go in and be successful,” Book
said. “I absolutely know it.”

Lords Baseball Season
Begins with a Win

